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tion, or upon any private informations communicated to
his lordship, I pretend not to determine; but if we may
judge from the known conduct of the opposition, if we
consider their frequent triumphs before the battle, and
their chimerical schemes of discoveries, or prosecutions
and punishments, their constant assurance of success upon
the approach of a new contest, and their daily predictions
of the ruin of the administration, we cannot but suspect
that men so long accustomed to impose upon themselves,
and flatter one another with fallacious hopes, may now,
likewise, be dreaming of intelligence which they never will
receive, and amusing themselves with suspicions which
they have no reasonable expectation of seeing confirmed.

And to confess the truth, my lords, if I may be allowed,
ia imitation of these patrons of their country, to indulge
my own imagination, and presume to look forward to the
future conduct of those who have exerted such unwearied
industry in their attempts upon the administration, and so
long pursued the right honourable gentleman with inqui-
ries, examinations, rhetorick, and ridicule, I cannot but
find myself inclined to question whether, after their motion
shall have been received in this house, and their petition
granted by his majesty, they will very solicitously inquire
after evidence, or be equally diligent in the discovery of
truth, as in the persecution of the minister.

I am afraid, my lords, that they will be too deeply en-
gaged in the care of making a dividend of the plunder in
just proportions, to find leisure for pursuit of the enemy,
and that the sight of vacant posts, large salaries, and ex-
tensive power, will revive some passions, which the love
of their country has not yet wholly extinguished, and leave
in their attention no room for deep reflections! and intri-
cate inquiries. There have formerly, my lords, been pa-
triots, who, upon a sudden advancement to a place of pro-
fit, have been immediately lulled into tranquillity, learned
to repose an implicit confidence in the ministers, forgoften
to harangue, threaten, inquire, and protest, and spent the
remaining part of their lives in the harmless amusement of
counting their salaries, perquisites, and gratuities.